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About Lesbians Who Tech 

 
Lesbians Who Tech is the community of queer women in and around tech, and the people who love 
them. Started in December 2012 by Leanne Pittsford, Lesbians Who Tech brings together queer 
women and allies in all areas of the tech industry, including people working at tech companies, 
those working technical jobs, and people who just love technology. 
 
Both the technology industry and the most visible members of the LGBTQ community are 
overwhelmingly male. Lesbians Who Tech works at the intersection of these communities to spotlight 
women whose voices might otherwise go unnoticed. Lesbians Who Tech provides a place for queer 
women and their allies in the technology industry to connect and learn from each others’ 
experiences. 
 
While the movement to incorporate and elevate more women in technology is strong and growing, 
queer women’s experiences in the technology industry continue to receive little notice. For example, 
studies have shown that women in Silicon Valley make 49 cents to the average male worker's dollar. 
But, no one has asked how this disparity might affect lesbian couples who face the same expenses 
and costs of living as their straight counterparts, but with only 2/3 of the household income. Lesbians 
Who Tech exists to ensure that these issues don't get ignored, and that queer women feel 
empowered to raise tough conversations and be part of the solution. 
  

At Google, we work hard to ensure attention to diversity is integrated into everything we do. We do this because it makes 
sense from a business perspective and because it’s the right thing to do. That's why we're thrilled to support Lesbians Who 
Tech and the quest for greater representation and equality for women, and for LGBT people, in technology and in the larger 
community. 
 
Heather Cain 
                   Diversity Team 
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LESBIANS WHO TECH HAS FOUR GOALS: 
 

 
CONNECT QUEER WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY 

It is often difficult for queer women in tech to find and connect with 
each other, even in their own company. Lesbians in Tech provides 
queer women and allies opportunities to meet and share their 
experiences, building a network of colleagues, associates and 
friends in the industry. 

 
INCREASE THE VISIBILITY OF QUEER WOMEN 

Queer women rarely see their voices included in public discourse. 
Lesbians Who Tech provides the community and support for queer 
women in technology to come out as the amazing, successful 
people they are. 
 

 
 

 
WELCOME MORE WOMEN OF ALL STRIPES  

INTO TECHNOLOGY 
Queer women are women first, and women presently account for 
just 1 in 15 people working in STEM fields. This explains, in part, how 
tech media rarely quote women as experts, and tech conferences 
often fall short of incorporating female voice. Lesbians Who Tech 
elevates queer and female voices, serving as a breath of fresh air 
for people who the tech industry often fails to recognize and 
include. 

 

 
CONNECT WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY TO THE 

ADVOCATES WORKING ON THEIR BEHALF 
Women and LGTBQ people are making leaps towards equality in 
many areas, thanks to the people who dedicate their lives to that 
dream. That work deserves the support of queer women and their 
allies in all sectors of life, including the technology industry. Lesbians 
Who Tech raises awareness of our advocates’ work and creates 
opportunities to connect advocates with the people in tech whose 
interests they serve. 

 
 
LESBIANS WHO TECH BY THE NUMBERS: 

 
12/2012 
STARTED IN 

DECEMBER 2012 

 
3,000+ 
MEMBERS 

 
12 

CITIES WITH LESBIANS 
WHO TECH CHAPTERS 

 
3 

INTERNATIONAL 
CHAPTERS 

(London, Berlin, Toronto) 
 
 

 

ABOUT THE FOUNDER: LEANNE PITTSFORD  
Leanne Pittsford is an entrepreneur, technology strategist, UX designer, and tech investor. 
She is the founder of Lesbians Who Tech, the community of queer women (and the people 
who love them). She is also Founder and CEO of Start Somewhere, helping social good 
organizations use technology to look great online and strengthen relationships with donors. 
Pittsford previously led operations and database management for Equality California, the 
largest statewide nonprofit supporting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities 
in the United States. Pittsford cofounded the Lesbian Entrepreneur Mentoring Program, 
and she leads Lean Impact: a community helping nonprofits and social enterprises use 
Lean Startup principles for social good. She is a self-proclaimed foodie who is equally 
passionate about coffee, bikram yoga and dachshunds, and she considers San Francisco, 
Calif. home, regardless of her current IP address. Connect with Leanne at @lepitts. 

http://www.twitter.com/lepitts
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About The Lesbians Who Tech Summit 

 
February 27 – March 2, 2014 // Castro Street Theater 

San Francisco 
 

lesbianswhotech.org/summit 

 

The Lesbians Who Tech Summit is the only event focused on increasing visibility and tech participation 
in two historically underrepresented communities: women and queer communities.  
 
The Summit will bring together hundreds of queer women in tech (and the people who love them), 
for the most unique technology conference ever. We will be highlighting incredible queer women 
who are the next generation of technical leaders, as well as the people who have paved the way. 
 
Located at the historically significant Castro Street Theater, in San Francisco, the epicenter of the 
tech world, the Summit will cover topics at the intersection of women, LGBT and technology. 
 
Whether you have a techy job, work at a tech company, or just love technology, we want you to get 
geeky with other people like you!  
 
The Lesbians Who Tech Summit is open to everyone. 
 
Learn more at lesbianswhotech.org/summit. 
 

SUMMIT SCHEDULE: 
 
February 27 – Welcome Happy Hour 
February 28 – Summit & After-Party 
March 1-2 – Hackathon and satellite events around San Francisco 
 

 
 
  

http://www.lesbianswhotech.org/summit
http://www.lesbianswhotech.org/summit
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:       CONTACT: Chris Cassidy 
January 6, 2014        415.374.0400 
          ccassidy@hustle.is 
 

Lesbians Who Tech Hosting  
First Summit for Women and Queer Communities in Tech  

 
Leaders in Technology and for LGBT Equality Converging on San Francisco,  

An Epicenter for Both Tech and Equality 
 
San Francisco, CA – Lesbians Who Tech is hosting the first ever summit to increase the visibility 
and participation of women and queer communities in tech. Google is sponsoring the 
summit, scheduled for the weekend of February 27, 2014 at the historic Castro Theatre.    
 
“Every meet-up I go to for the tech industry – even of LGBT people in tech – is predominately 
male, and we hear the same from our community members," said Leanne Pittsford, Founder 
of Lesbians Who Tech. "I think this is why Lesbians in Tech has grown so quickly. Queer women 
and allies in tech are relieved to see that we're not alone within the larger technology 
community. Now with over 3,000 members worldwide, we're really excited to give people 
from across the 12 chapters of Lesbians Who Tech a reason to come together and celebrate 
our community's leaders and accomplishments." 
 
Speakers at the Lesbians Who Tech Summit include trailblazers paving the way for queer 
women in tech and those representing the next generation of leaders, such as: 
 

 Megan Smith, Google[X] Vice President; 
 Lisa Sherman, Logo TV Executive Vice President & General Manager; 
 Sara Sperling, Facebook Diversity & Inclusion; 
 Kathy Levinson, E*Trade's former Chief Operating Officer; 
 Ann Mei Chang, the U.S. State Department's former Senior Advisor for Women and 

Technology;  
 Moya Watson, SAP’s Innovation Product Manager 
 Jana Rich, Russell Reynolds & Associates’ Global Digital, Media and Digital 

Transformation 
 Heather Hiles, Pathbrite Founder & CEO; 
 Kate Kendell, National Center for Lesbian Rights Executive Director; 
 Andre Banks, All Out Executive Director; and 
 Leanne Pittsford, Lesbians Who Tech Founder. 

 
"Diversity makes sense from a business perspective and because it's the right thing to do," 
said Heather Cain, a member of the Diversity Team at Google, who is sponsoring the 
Lesbians Who Tech Summit. "That's why we're thrilled to support Lesbians Who Tech and the 

mailto:ccassidy@hustle.is
http://lesbianswhotech.org/summit/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castro_Theatre
http://lesbianswhotech.org/summit/#speaker
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quest for greater representation and equality for women, and for LGBT people, in 
technology and in the larger community." 
 
Lesbians Who Tech was started in December 2012 to bring together queer women in the 
tech industry and allies. The organization's goals include connecting queer women in tech, 
highlighting successful leaders in the community, and raising two underrepresented groups' 
participation in the tech community: women and LGBT people.  
 
The organization is open to people who work in tech or who just love technology.  There are 
now 12 chapters of Lesbians Who Tech worldwide and over 3,000 members. 
 

### 
 

Lesbians Who Tech is the community of queer women in or around tech (and the people 
who love them.) Started in 2012, Lesbians Who Tech is in 12 cities in the U.S., Canada, 

England and Germany, with over 3,000 members.  http://lesbianswhotech.org  
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Lesbians Who Tech Speakers 

 

 
 

Megan Smith 
Vice President, Google[x] 
 
Megan is an entrepreneur, tech evangelist, engineer, 
catalyst and connector. She led the acquisitions of 
Keyhole (Google Earth), Where2Tech (Google Maps) and 
Picasa, and led Google to create Google Crisis Response, 
Google for Nonprofits, Earth Outreach/Engine, and 
SolveforX. 

 
 

Sara Sperling 
Diversity and Inclusion, Facebook 
 
Sara Sperling built the diversity & inclusion program for 
Facebook. She currently focuses on creating a work 
environment where people can be their authentic selves. 

 
 

Kara Swisher 
Co-Editor in Chief, Re/Code (formerly All Things Digital) 
 
Kara Swisher started covering digital issues for The Wall 
Street Journal’s San Francisco bureau in 1997 and also 
wrote the BoomTown column about the sector. With Walt 
Mossberg, she co-produces and co-hosts D: All Things 
Digital, a major high-tech and media conference. 
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Lisa Sherman 
EVP & General Manager, Logo TV Networks 
 
During her tenure at Logo, Lisa has nearly tripled the 
number of households carrying Logo’s digital cable 
channel, expanded to 300 major advertisers, and 
launched a successful original programming strategy, 
resulting in popular hit series such as “RuPaul’s Drag 
Race.” 

  

 
 

Kathy Levinson 
Former Chief Operating Officer, E*Trade 
 
Kathy has had a groundbreaking career in technology. 
She served as the President and Chief Operating Officer 
of E*TRADE Group, Inc., and Chief Operating Officer at 
E*TRADE Securities, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of 
E*TRADE Group. She is currently the Managing Director at 
Golden Seeds.  

 
 

Ann Mei Chang 
Former Senior Advisor for Women & Technology,  
Office of the Secretary of State 
 
Ann Mei Chang was in the Secretary’s Office of Global 
Women’s Issues, as the Senior Advisor for Women and 
Technology, under Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. She is 
currently the Chief Innovation Officer at Mercy Corps. 

 
 

Moya Watson 
Innovation Product Manager, SAP 
 
Moya has been working in the software industry in the Bay 
Area since 1991. At SAP, she has been forging innovative 
approaches to communication of all kinds. She is the 
head of SAP’s North America LGBT organization. 
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Heather Hiles 
Founder & CEO, Pathbrite 
 
Heather has spent the past 25 years helping people 
realize their academic and professional goals, including: 
COO of Break-the-Cycle, a tutorial program for K-3rd 
graders, Program Dir of an afterschool job training 
program, CEO of SFWorks, Co-founder of EARN, founder 
of The Hiles Group and now Pathbrite. 

 
 

Jana Rich 
Global Digital, Media and Digital Transformation,  
Russell Reynolds Associates 
 
Jana Rich leads the Consumer sector, and the Consumer 
Digital, Media and Digital Transformation sector. She 
specializes in recruiting senior-level executives for clients in 
the internet, E-Commerce, media and entertainment, 
and technology industries. 

 
 

Nancy Quan 
Founder, Dsg.nr 
 
Nancy is the founder of Dsg.nr, a startup focused on 
interior design. Prior to Dsg.nr, Nancy worked in interior 
design and product design. She has designed for hotels, 
hospitals, restaurants and retail stores all over the world. 

 
 

Kate Kendell 
Executive Director, National Center for Lesbian Rights 
 
Kate Kendell leads the National Center for Lesbian Rights, 
a national legal organization committed to advancing 
the civil and human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people and their families through litigation, 
public policy advocacy, and public education. 
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Krys Freeman 
Founder, HeLLa Rides 
 
Krys Freeman is one of today’s rising entrepreneurs, 
technologists and visionaries – and a firm believer in 
technology as a vehicle for radical change. Krys is equal 
parts hacker, strategist and activist. 

 

Leanne Pittsford 
Founder, Lesbians Who Tech 
 
Leanne Pittsford is an entrepreneur, technology strategist, 
UX designer, and tech investor. She is the founder of 
Lesbians Who Tech, and the CEO of Start Somewhere, 
helping social good organizations use technology 
effectively. 

 

And more! 

 
For more information, go to lesbianswhotech.org/summit 

http://www.lesbianswhotech.org/summit

