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About Lesbians Who Tech 
 

Lesbians Who Tech is the community of queer women in and around tech, and the people who love 
them. Started in December 2012 by Leanne Pittsford, Lesbians Who Tech brings together queer 
women and allies in all areas of the tech industry, including people working at tech companies, 
those working technical jobs, and people who just love technology. 
 
Both the technology industry and the most visible members of the LGBTQ community are 
overwhelmingly male. Lesbians Who Tech works at the intersection of these communities to spotlight 
women whose voices might otherwise go unnoticed. Lesbians Who Tech provides a place for queer 
women and their allies in the technology industry to connect and learn from each others’ 
experiences. 
 
While the movement to incorporate and elevate more women in technology is strong and growing, 
queer women’s experiences in the technology industry continue to receive little notice. For example, 
studies have shown that women in Silicon Valley make 49 cents to the average male worker's dollar. 
But, no one has asked how this disparity might affect lesbian couples who face the same expenses 
and costs of living as their straight counterparts, but with only 2/3 of the household income. Lesbians 
Who Tech exists to ensure that these issues don't get ignored, and that queer women feel 
empowered to raise tough conversations and be part of the solution. 
  

At Google, we work hard to ensure attention to diversity is integrated into everything we do. We do this because it makes 
sense from a business perspective and because it’s the right thing to do. That's why we're thrilled to support Lesbians Who 
Tech and the quest for greater representation and equality for women, and for LGBT people, in technology and in the larger 
community. 
 
Heather Cain 
                   Diversity Team 
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LESBIANS WHO TECH HAS FOUR GOALS: 
 

 
CONNECT LESBIANS IN TECHNOLOGY 

It is often difficult for queer women in tech to find and connect with 
each other, even in their own company. Lesbians in Tech provides 
queer women and allies opportunities to meet and share their 
experiences, building a network of colleagues, associates and 
friends in the industry. 

 
INCREASE THE VISIBILITY OF LESBIANS 

Queer women rarely see their voices included in public discourse. 
Lesbians Who Tech provides the community and support for queer 
women in technology to come out as the amazing, successful 
people they are. 
 

 
 

 
WELCOME MORE WOMEN OF ALL STRIPES  

INTO TECHNOLOGY 
Queer women are women first, and women presently account for 
just 1 in 15 people working in STEM fields. This explains, in part, how 
tech media rarely quote women as experts, and tech conferences 
often fall short of incorporating female voice. Lesbians Who Tech 
elevates queer and female voices, serving as a breath of fresh air 
for people who the tech industry often fails to recognize and 
include. 

 

 
CONNECT WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY TO THE 

ADVOCATES WORKING ON THEIR BEHALF 
Women and LGTBQ people are making leaps towards equality in 
many areas, thanks to the people who dedicate their lives to that 
dream. That work deserves the support of queer women and their 
allies in all sectors of life, including the technology industry. Lesbians 
Who Tech raises awareness of our advocates’ work and creates 
opportunities to connect advocates with the people in tech whose 
interests they serve. 

 
 

LESBIANS WHO TECH BY THE NUMBERS: 

 
12/2012 
STARTED IN 

DECEMBER 2012 

 
4,000+ 
MEMBERS 

 
14 

CITIES WITH LESBIANS 
WHO TECH CHAPTERS 

 
3 

INTERNATIONAL 
CHAPTERS 

(London, Berlin, Toronto) 
 
 

 

ABOUT THE FOUNDER: LEANNE PITTSFORD  
Leanne Pittsford is an entrepreneur, technology strategist, UX designer, and tech investor. 
She is the founder of Lesbians Who Tech, the community of queer women (and the people 
who love them). She is also Founder and CEO of Start Somewhere, helping social good 
organizations use technology to look great online and strengthen relationships with donors. 
Pittsford previously led operations and database management for Equality California, the 
largest statewide nonprofit supporting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender communities 
in the United States. Pittsford cofounded the Lesbian Entrepreneur Mentoring Program, 
and she leads Lean Impact: a community helping nonprofits and social enterprises use 
Lean Startup principles for social good. She is a self-proclaimed foodie who is equally 
passionate about coffee, bikram yoga and dachshunds, and she considers San Francisco, 
Calif. home, regardless of her current IP address. Connect with Leanne at @lepitts. 
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About The Lesbians Who Tech Summit 
 

June 19-22 // Tishman Auditorium 
New York 

 
lesbianswhotech.org/nysummit 

The Lesbians Who Tech Summit is the only event focused on increasing visibility and tech participation 
in two historically underrepresented communities: women and queer communities.  
 
Lesbians Who Tech hosted its first Summit in San Francisco in February 2014, with 800 women. 
 
Following demand for a New York Summit, they launched a crowdfunding campaign to bring the 
Summit to New York. If they could pre-sell 100 tickets, the Summit would move forward. Over 140 
people supported the campaign and Lesbians Who Tech hit its funding goal in 5 days. 
 
The New York Summit will bring together hundreds of queer women in tech (and the people who love 
them), for the most unique technology conference ever. We will be highlighting incredible queer 
women who are the next generation of technical leaders, as well as the people who have paved 
the way. 
 
Whether you have a techy job, work at a tech company, or just love technology, we want you to get 
geeky with other people like you!  
 
The Lesbians Who Tech Summit is open to everyone. 
 
Learn more at lesbianswhotech.org/nysummit. 
 

SUMMIT SCHEDULE: 
 
June 19 – Themed brunches, Tech Crawl 
 Opening Reception 
 VIP Dinner 
June 20 – Keynote presentations, panel, demo session, social good sessions 
 After-Party 
June 21-22 – Hackathon 
 Bike Ride 
 Saturday Party 
 VIP Brunch 
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Recent Press 
 

 

“…the conference brought 800 women-who-like-women to the city’s Castro neighborhood, making 
it one of the largest indoor gatherings of lesbians to happen in San Francisco all year (perhaps the 
largest, aside from Pride week).” (recode.net) 
 

 

“With the successful culmination of the gay and lesbian community's two main federal policy goals, 
dismantling both "don't ask, don't tell" (DADT) and the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), many have 
been wondering what the future agenda might entail…. This is where [Leanne] Pittsford enters the 
scene, as an entrepreneur, technology strategist, and tech investor.” (Huffington Post) 
 
 

 
 
“Brendan Eich's forced resignation from Mozilla shows a huge turning point in the acceptance of gay 
equality and rights. Not only is it no longer cool to be anti-gay, but it could cost you your job.” (New 
York Times) 
 
 

 
 
“The enthusiasm of the women at the summit led to an Indiegogo campaign to support five of the 
partnering organizations involved in Lesbians Who Tech. Inspired by a spur of the moment dollar-for-
dollar pledge by Megan Smith of Google[x], they have already exceeded their $25,000 fundraising 
goal.” (Marketplace) 
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“The community-focused conference, helmed by inspired founder, investor and entrepreneur 
Leanne Pittsford, packed San Francisco’s Castro Theater to the gills with gay women from all walks of 
tech.” (readwrite) 
 
 


